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In what was billed as a reward, Julie Kaber, 33, of Columbus, rappels down the 22-story Renaissance Hotel Downtown. More than 50
people took part in yesterday’s event. To be eligible for the thrill ride, participants had to raise at least $1,000 for Special Olympics Ohio.
If you missed it, similar events are planned for Cleveland and Cincinnati. See story, Page B5

GOING DOWN, THE EXPRESS VERSION

A burst of retail hiring and an increase
in temporary and contract jobs in April
helped cut Ohio’s unemployment rate for
the 14th straight month.

Last month’s reading of 8.6 percent is
the lowest since January 2009, and the
Ohio figure now has fallen below the U.S.
rate, the Ohio Department of Job and
Family Services said yesterday.

“As retail sales increase, that creates
more demand, so retailers will staff up to
meet that demand,” said George Gough,
executive vice president of the Ohio
Council of Retail Merchants. He described
retailers as “cautiously optimistic that the
economy is turning around.”

The state reported a net increase of
8,600 jobs during the past month, led by
the addition of 5,100 retail jobs and 7,100
positions created in the category that
includes contract and temporary jobs.
There were declines in other job cate-
gories. The state experienced a loss of
2,900 jobs in the leisure and hospitality 

Ohio’s
jobless
rate still
falling
Surge in hiring pushes
state below national mark
By Mark Williams
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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Two Columbus men are among 18
people arrested in Ohio and on the
East Coast in what authorities say is
an international trafficking ring that
brought more than 4.8 tons of khat
into the country.

Khat is an addictive stimulant
popular among some Somalis, who
chew the fresh leaves of the plant.
Although illegal in the U.S., it’s a
commonly accepted drug in Yemen,
Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia, and its
use has been debated in the large
Somali community in Columbus.

Law-enforcement workers round-
ed up 10 men in Virginia, two in
Maryland, four in New York and two
in Columbus on Thursday after a
nearly two-year investigation. Each
was charged with conspiring to
distribute cathinone, the stimulant
in khat. 

Four were from Yemen. The rest
were from Somalia, including Abdi
Omar Abdi and Abokor Gurreh, both
of Columbus. Abdi is a permanent
U.S. resident. Gurreh — also known
as Mabarak, Mohamed Farhan and
Farhan M. Mohamed — is a natural-

U.S. khat roundup
nets Columbus men
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CATHA EDULIS 

NATURAL
RANGE

Sources: University of Pennsylvania African Studies 
Center, National Drug Intelligence Center

Khat facts
∑ Khat (pronounced cot) is a natural 
stimulant from the catha edulis plant, 
found in the flowering evergreen tree or 
large shrub that grows in eastern Africa 
and southern Arabia. It grows 10 to 20 feet 
tall, and its leaves resemble withered basil. 

∑ Effects: Fresh khat leaves are chewed 
like tobacco and produce a mild 
cocainelike or amphetaminelike 
euphoria that is much less potent than 
either substance. Casual users say 
khat lifts spirits, sharpens thinking and, 
when it wears off, generates mild 
lapses of depression similar to those 
observed among cocaine users. 
Compulsive use might result in manic 
or delusional behavior or paranoia, 
sometimes accompanied by 
hallucinations.  

By Kathy Lynn Gray
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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leaders.
Admonishing a U.S. president

on international television, Neta-
nyahu rejected the plan outlined
by Obama that would use the

WASHINGTON — Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
publicly lectured President Ba-
rack Obama yesterday on the
shortcomings of his plan for
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks
during a tense Oval Office ap-
pearance that laid bare the
strained relations between the

borders in effect before 1967 as
the starting point for negotia-
tions, saying that doing so would
risk Israel’s security and force it
to negotiate with “a Palestinian
version of al-Qaida.”

“The only peace that will en-
dure is one based on reality, on
unshakeable facts,” Netanyahu
said, leaning intently toward a
grim Obama in the news appear-
ance that followed an unusually
long, three-hour meeting.

Obama acknowledged the
chasm. “Obviously, there are
some differences between us in
the precise formulation and
language, and that’s going to
happen between friends,” he
said.

The clash was rare even by the
standards of frequently fractious
ties between U.S. and Israeli
leaders. Obama and Netanyahu 

Israeli leader rejects Obama plan
Netanyahu said that 
Israel could never return
to the “indefensible”
1967 boundaries.

By Paul Richter, Christi
Parsons and Edmund Sanders
THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

See NETANYAHU Page A4

CELINA, Ohio — This time three years
ago, Bill Goodwin’s Kozy Kampground
drew a sizable waiting list of tourists
seeking fishing, boating and camping on
Grand Lake St. Marys.

Yesterday, he had 70 vacant lots and
faced mounting financial pressure as the
state park heads into what looks like
another summer of toxic algae.

On Thursday, less than two weeks
before what has in years past been a busy
Memorial Day weekend, state officials
posted warning signs on the lake’s beach-
es telling visitors to avoid swimming,
wading or drinking the lake’s water.

The Ohio Environmental Protection
Agency found toxic blue-green algae
floating in the lake for the third time in as
many years.

The algae, which is being tested, could
produce as many as four liver and nerve 

GRAND LAKE ST. MARYS

Toxic algae’s
return a blow
to businesses
By Lauren Hepler
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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ucts, said Frank Guglielmi,
spokesman for the Michigan-
based chain of supercenters.

“The buying patterns have
been turned upside down
this time of year,” he said.

The forecast of sunny and
dry conditions for much of
central Ohio this weekend is
a ray of sunshine for some
nursery and garden retailers,
who have waited much of the
spring for customers to come
in out of the rain. Many re-
tailers are gearing up for what
they expect will be a busy
weekend, with customers
shopping for plants and lawn
and garden supplies now that
there’s hope they’ll be able to
get outdoors and use them. 

Meijer is preparing for “an
extremely busy stretch of
days,” expecting pent-up
demand for outdoor prod-

“We’ve seen some burst of
sales with some peaks and
valleys, as opposed to the
normal cadence of sales that
retailers plan for.

“We’re expecting the type

of buying that typically takes
place over six weeks to be
jammed into this and next
weekend, being that it is
Memorial Day weekend.”

He said the store expects
sales of live plants, potting
soil, lawn supplies, mulch
and wood chips to be big
sellers this weekend.

“We’ve got contingency
plans to add extra staff if we
see the demand there,” 

Sun should perk up plant-center sales

FRED SQUILLANTE DISPATCH

Kelly Rollins of Centerburg
shops for flowers at a Meijer
store garden center at 100
Polaris Parkway in West-
erville.

By Tracy Turner
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH
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CORRECTION POLICY
The Dispatch strives to be fair and
accurate. The newspaper corrects
any significant errors of fact
brought to the attention of the
editors. If you think an error has
been made, call 614-461-5271.
Corrections will be printed below.

CORRECTION
! Ohioans cast about 50,000
more votes in 2008 than they did
in the 2004 general election.
Because of incorrect information
provided in Statehouse testimony,
a story that began on Page A1 of
Thursday’s Dispatch listed in-
correct vote totals.

05-21-2011 PAGE A4

The Columbus Dispatch
(ISSN 1074-097X) is
published every day by
The Dispatch Printing
Co., 34 S. 3rd St.,
Columbus, Ohio 43215.
Main telephone is
614-461-5000.
Periodicals postage paid
at Columbus, Ohio.
Publication No. 124560.

Postmaster: Send
address changes to The
Columbus Dispatch, 34
S. 3rd St., Columbus,
Ohio 43215. 

Home-delivered rates:
Daily, $6.49 per week;
Sunday only, $2.79 per
copy; Daily and Sunday,
$6.49.

Current Sunday-only and
partial-weekday
home-delivery
subscribers in Franklin
and surrounding
counties will also
receive the Nov. 25 and
Dec. 25 editions.

Thanksgiving Day is
$1.25 more than normal
rates. 

The Associated Press is
entitled exclusively to
the use for republication
of all local news printed
in this newspaper as
well as AP news
dispatches.

The Columbus Dispatch
is not responsible for
unsolicited photographs,
manuscripts, books or
other material.

The Columbus Dispatch
is read to people who
are print-disabled by
volunteers on the
Central Ohio Radio
Reading Service. 

Publication of contents
without express
permission is prohibited.

© Copyright 2011
The Dispatch Printing

Company

This newspaper is printed on
recycled paper and is recyclable.

Vol. 140 No. 325

ADVERTISING
Classified .............614-888-8888
Retail....................614-461-5500
National ................614-461-5193

PAID NOTICES
Obituaries.............614-461-5089
In Memoriam,
Card of Thanks.....614-888-8888
Weddings, other
celebrations .........614-883-4992

A4 " NewsTHE COLUMBUS DISPATCH SATURDAY, MAY 21, 2011 BREAKING NEWS: DISPATCH.COM

NEWSPAPER DELIVERY
Service hotline..1-877-734-7728
Billing hotline ...1-866-790-7748

Your newspaper should be 
delivered by 6:30 a.m. on week-
days and 8 a.m. on weekends.
Customer service is open from
6:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. weekdays,
and 6:30 a.m. to noon on week-
ends. 

To ensure redelivery of the 
same-day newspaper, call before
9:30 a.m. weekdays, 10:30 a.m.
Saturdays or noon Sundays.

To stop or start your paper, call 
by 1 p.m. the day before the
service change takes effect 
Monday through Thursday or, 
for weekend changes, by 1 p.m.
Friday.

To order a back edition of The
Dispatch, call 614-461-5161 from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays.

Manage your subscription online
at www.dispatch.com/service.

HOW TO REACH US
General 
information...........614-461-5000

Toll-free 
in Ohio..............1-800-282-0263

NEWSROOM
To report a news tip or suggest a
story idea, contact us at:

The Columbus Dispatch, 34 S. 
3rd St. Columbus, OH 43215

Newsroom.............614-461-5200
Email...storyideas@dispatch.com
Fax........................614-461-7580
Arts.......................614-461-8868
Business news ......614-461-5156
Editorial writers ....614-461-5072
Faith & Values ......614-461-5070
Food .....................614-461-5529
Home & Garden....614-461-5027
Insight ..................614-461-5297
Life .......................614-461-8890
Metro/State news
Inside 
Franklin County......614-461-5255
Outside 
Franklin County......614-461-5569
State government ...614-461-5132
National/
Foreign news ........614-461-5224
NOW! ....................614-461-5250
Photo.....................614-461-5191
Science ................614-461-8508
Special projects....614-461-5082
Sports...................614-461-5236
Travel ....................614-461-5027
Weekender............614-461-8534

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
By email ......letters@dispatch.com
(No attachments, please)

Or by fax ...............614-461-8793

INTERNET
Web services..........614-621-1243
www.dispatch.com

READER
INFORMATION

ized U.S. citizen. 
Both are accused of trans-

porting khat from New York
to Ohio and helping distrib-
ute it in Ohio.

Ahmed Adan, 30, who
produces the weekly online
newsletter “Friday Bulletin
for Somalis” in central Ohio,
said khat is available every-
where in Somalia but is ex-
pensive and difficult to find
in Columbus.

“But it’s still coming in
here,” said Adan, who has
lived here since 2008. He said
it is highly addictive and can
cause health problems such

as infected gums and rotting
teeth as well as mental prob-
lems. It’s difficult for some-
one using khat daily to con-
centrate enough to work full
time, he said. 

Only older members of the
Somali community chew
khat, said Jibril Mohamed, 31,
a member of the Somali
Community Law Enforce-
ment Work Group in Colum-
bus. “Even those who chew it
do not want their kids to
chew it. It’s not something
the community is proud of.” 

The man authorities say is
the leader of the trafficking
ring is Yonis Muhudin Ishak,
a naturalized U.S. citizen
from Arlington, Va., who also
was arrested.

Court documents say he
smuggled khat into the coun-
try from England, Canada
and Holland with human
couriers and then sent it
through the mail or with
couriers to Alabama, Cali-
fornia, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa,
Maine, Massachusetts, Min-
nesota, New Jersey, New York,
North Dakota, Ohio, Ten-
nessee, Virginia, Washington
and Washington, D.C.

The couriers were paid
about $1,000 each time they
brought khat into the United
States in their luggage. Some
had their children act as
couriers, according to the
criminal complaint. 

It details how investigators
used wiretaps to listen to the

defendants discuss how and
when khat would be smug-
gled and how the proceeds
would be laundered. The
defendants talked about how
customers would not buy
garabo, or old, stale khat, but
instead wanted giza, the
freshest, most potent khat. 

Investigators learned from
wiretaps that the khat com-
ing into Columbus some-
times was picked up at a
truck stop in Breezewood, Pa.
Investigators also got a search
warrant to read Ishak’s email.

Ishak came to the United
States in 1990 on a fraudulent
passport and then was grant-
ed asylum because he said he
was persecuted in Somalia,
court records show. He was

fined in 2005 for bringing
khat into the United States
from England in his luggage.

The current case is being
handled in the District Court
for the Eastern District of
Virginia. 

Immigration and Customs
Enforcement’s Homeland
Security Investigations led
the investigation, with help
from the FBI, Drug Enforce-
ment Administration, the
U.S. Postal Inspection Ser-
vice, U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection, the U.S. Mar-
shals Service, Columbus and
Gahanna police, and the
Franklin County sheriff’s
office, as well as other local
law-enforcement agencies. 

kgray@dispatch.com
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industry and 2,100 in educa-
tional and health services.

Including April’s total,
employers in Ohio have add-
ed 62,300 jobs in the past four
months. 

Ohio has added 67,000 jobs
in the past year, trailing only
Texas, California and Penn-
sylvania during that period,
according to the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics. 

State officials have said
Ohio employers need to add
about 8,800 jobs a month to
get the unemployment rate
back to the prerecession level
of about 5.5 percent by 2015.

The 0.3 percentage point
drop in the unemployment
rate for April was identical to
the March decline. The un-
employment rate is now
2 percentage points below
the peak it hit last year.

“It shows a continuation of
the trend,” said Benjamin
Johnson, a state spokesman,

of the April report.
The increase in the tempo-

rary and contract positions
reflect that companies “need
extra bodies, but haven’t
hired additional staff.”

Bill LaFayette, vice presi-
dent of economic analysis for
the Columbus Chamber, said
the sector that includes tem-
porary workers has been one
of the stronger segments
locally and is a good sign,
because it often leads to
permanent jobs.

“When outputs increase,
whether in a service firm or
manufacturing firm, the first
thing you do is work current
employees harder,” he said.
“Then, when you work them
as hard as you can, … you
hire temps.”

The Ohio jobless rate was
last below the U.S. rate in
November. Initial data
showed that the rates were
the same then, but the Ohio
rate was adjusted to the lower
rate later. Before that, the last
time the Ohio rate was lower
was in December 2002.

In all, 39 states reported
lower unemployment rates
last month.

The number of Ohio work-
ers saying they were unem-
ployed fell by 18,000 in the

month to 509,000. That num-
ber has fallen by 103,000 in
the past year.

Much of the big improve-
ment over the past year has
been led by a rebound in
manufacturing jobs that
drives so much of Ohio’s
economy.

Ohio employers added 400
manufacturing jobs last
month and 10,200 over the
past year. 

“It’s difficult to understate
the importance of manu-
facturing,” Johnson said.

Gov. John Kasich, who took
office in January, declined to
take credit for the improving
jobs picture.

“When I talk to CEOs, we’re
starting to get a sense from
them that maybe Ohio’s
starting to get itself together.
But you’ve got to remember
the hole we’ve been in,” he
said.

“It’s a long road,” he said.
“We’ve got to keep lowering
our costs. We’ve got to dem-
onstrate to companies that
it’s good to expand here, that

we will be with them, and to
companies out of state that
we want to be responsive to
them.”

Not all the news in the
report was positive. 

The labor force remained
basically flat last month,
dropping by 5,000 workers.

“At this point in the recov-
ery, we would rather see the
labor force growing,” John-
son said.

Also, there are signs that
the economy has hit a soft
patch in April with gasoline
hitting $4 a gallon, stalling
industrial production, a
continued weak housing
market and flooding along
the Mississippi River making
it harder to move goods
around the country.

“Maybe the numbers pop
up next month. Who knows?
But I’m not going to live and
die on a monthly report,”
Kasich said. 

Dispatch reporter Joe Var-
don contributed to this story.

mawilliams@dispatch.com
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Steady drop
in jobless rate
Ohio’s unemployment rate
fell in April for the 14th month 
in a row.
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Source: Ohio Department of Job
and Family Services

Note: Figures are seasonally adjusted.
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toxins.
A bright green veil of

planktothrix algae can be
seen in some shallow areas
of the lake. Dozens of dead
fish littered two beaches,
although it was unclear how
long they have been there.

Grand Lake St. Marys
State Park Manager Brian
Miller said the lake remains
open and fishing and boat-
ing are not restricted.

Still, the first recent sun-
ny morning in an unusually
rainy spring drew only a
handful of boaters and
fishermen to the lake.

Marina parking lots that
local business owners say
once overflowed into near-
by grassy areas and necessi-
tated traffic control now are
mostly empty, adding to
anxiety in the tourism-
dependent community.

“It’s going to affect the
rest of the season,” Good-
win said. “We just keep
going and try to upgrade
our facilities to attract busi-
ness, but it’s discouraging.”

Fed by phosphorus in
manure washed off nearby
farms, blue-green algae
grew so thick last summer
that the state warned peo-
ple not to touch the water,
take boats out on the lake
or eat any fish caught there. 

Ohio Department of
Health officials said that
liver and nerve toxins pro-
duced by the algae probably
caused illnesses reported in
seven people.

Toxic algae, also called
cyanobacteria, were first
detected in the lake in the
summer of 2009. Last year’s
algae “bloom” emerged in
late June, covering large

sections of lake water in
scum that smelled like
sewage.

In all, 20 public lakes and
ponds were plagued by
toxic algae.

Three dredging devices
are operating in addition to
trap nets pulling carp and
other bottom-feeding fish
that retain phosphorous.
Both are efforts to curb
further algae growth.

A plan to treat the lake

with aluminum sulfate was
put on hold because of the
recent rainfall, but Miller
said the operation is sched-
uled to begin June 1.

“It’s frustrating when
you’re trying to support a
family with income derived
from the lake,” said Brenda
Manning, owner of the
Outdoorsman boating and
fishing store on the lake.

Manning, a 26-year resi-
dent of the St. Marys area,

said her family had to close
their nearby marina. She
said they are trying to com-
bine the two businesses.

She said she believes the
lake will come back. To
illustrate her faith, Manning
caught fish from the lake
and put them in an aquar-
ium behind the store’s cash
register.

“They’re still alive,” Man-
ning said. “We’ve been
eating fish from the lake
this spring, and we’re still
alive too.”

lhepler@dispatch.com
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TESSA BARGAINNIER DISPATCH PHOTOS
Public-health signs were posted Thursday at Grand Lake St. Marys warning against
swimming or wading because of a blue-green algae that can be toxic.

The number of dead fish washed ashore is normal but rain
has slowed cleanup, said Brian Miller, state park manager. 
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Guglielmi said.
The $26.4 billion nursery

and garden-center industry
has taken a soaking this year
because of the soggy weather
across the country.

The Columbus area re-
ceived 7.14 inches of rain last
month, beating previous
rainfall records for April. And
forecasters say chances are
good that May will turn out to
be a wet month, too. 

Already, 4.64 inches of rain
have fallen this month, which
is 2.32 more inches than
normal, said meteorologist
Myron Padgett of the Nation-
al Weather Service.

Home Depot is counting
on nice weather to drive
customers to its home-im-
provement stores to begin
tackling their spring outdoor
projects, said spokeswoman
Jen King

The Atlanta-based chain
has kept it stores fully
stocked and ready to go for
customers, “even with the
tough weather” much of the
county has experienced thus
far this spring, she said.

“There definitely has been
some pent-up demand for
homeowners to get out in
their yards,” King said in an
email. “We’ve had plenty of
customers already shopping
for their home and garden
projects in anticipation of the
weather breaking.”

Sales likewise are expected
to be brisk this weekend at
Oakland Nurseries, said
David Snow, nursery manag-
er for the chain of stores. But
while recent weeks’ rains
have meant slower sales, the
company is “not really con-
cerned.”

“We’re gearing up and
making sure we have every-
thing ready for (consumers),
since we’re finally getting a
break in the weather this
weekend,” Snow said.

He said annuals, peren-
nials, trees and shrubs will be
popular purchases this week-
end.

But, while gardeners are
excited and ready to start
planting, they should make
sure the ground really is dry
before they start planting,
said Pam Bennett, an official
Ohio State University Exten-
sion.

“You may want to exercise
caution,” she advised. “The
ultimate advice is not to get
out there planting the soil is
too wet.’’

She said she understands
that “people are tired of wait-
ing to get into their gardens
and lawns and are pressed for
time to get things done.”

Bennett said to try to wait
until “you can pick a handful
of soil and it crumbles.”

tturner@dispatch.com
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sat, mostly stiff and un-
smiling, and addressed each
other by their titles rather
than first names.

Netanyahu was furious
the day before about the
nature of Obama’s plan and
that he had received little
advance warning of it. He
declared going into yester-
day’s meeting that he hoped
Obama would ease his posi-
tion on the question of
boundaries and other ele-
ments of the plan.

But Obama gave no in-
dication that he was yielding
ground. By the time the two
spoke publicly yesterday,
White House officials were
prepared for Netanyahu’s
reaction and said they were
not angered by the Israeli
leader’s aggressive approach.

Aides said they felt no
compulsion to have Obama
provide an immediate retort.
One official said Obama’s
proposal succeeded in plac-
ing the U.S. position on the
record and may one day
prove an important part of
the international dialogue.

The proposal to base talks
on 1967 lines has been
among informal parameters
for peace talks that Obama
administration officials have
considered since taking
office. But Obama before
now has not offered his own
parameters, preferring talks
between Palestinians and
Israelis.

A White House official
said yesterday that laying
out recommendations now,
including the 1967 provi-
sions, “provides a new basis
for future negotiations to
succeed.”

By launching the U.S.

proposal this week, Obama
risked further damaging
relations with Netanyahu
that have been tense for
most of the past 21⁄2 years.
The days ahead bring oppor-
tunities to revisit the argu-
ment, as Obama addresses a
large U.S. pro-Israel group
on Sunday and Netanyahu
addresses a joint session of
Congress on Monday.

Spelling out his arguments
in the Oval Office session
yesterday, Netanyahu said
that Israel could never re-
turn to the 1967 boundaries
because they made Israel so
geographically narrow that it
would be “indefensible”
under an attack.

Likewise, he argued that
Israel would be at risk if it
withdrew its troops from the
Jordan Valley. Obama’s plan
calls for Israel to make a
phased but ultimately com-
plete withdrawal from the

West Bank.
Netanyahu also took a

harsher view of Hamas, the
militant Palestinian faction
that is joining the Palesti-
nian government, than did
Obama. While Netanyahu
described it as a “terrorist
organization,” Obama called
it “an organization that has
resorted to terror.”

Netanyahu made clear he
would like Obama to stip-
ulate that the Palestinian
refugees could not return to
Israel, but would be offered a
place in a new Palestinian
state. Obama said the issue
should be negotiated.

The public session fol-
lowed a private meeting
mostly out of the presence of
staff members. There, Neta-
nyahu seemed more intent
on “building a bridge” than
on chastising the president,
one Obama adviser said. 

NETANYAHU
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