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If there is election turmoil in
the offing, we must be in Ohio.

A perennial flashpoint for elec-
tion controversy, the state could
be headed for more confusion
this fall and beyond if a group led
by former Democratic Secretary
of State Jennifer Brunner gathers
enough signatures to challenge
House Bill 194, the new election-
reform law scheduled to take
effect on Sept. 30.

At issue is whether the coming
Nov. 8 general election will be

conducted under provisions of
the new law, for which county
boards of elections have been
preparing, or the current law.

“Right now, there’s a lot of con-
fusion about what we’re going to
do and what we’re not going to
do,” said Dale Fellows, president 

Will fall vote be conducted under present rules
or new ones? When will spring primary be?
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Kim Kennedy of Westerville shows
Bob Hern of Delaware County
where to sign a petition opposing
House Bill 194, a new law dealing
with election reforms. 

“Right now,
there’s a lot of
confusion about
what we’re going
to do and what
we’re not going
to do.” 
DALE FELLOWS
Ohio Association 
of Election Officials

Questions trail election-law challenge

See QUESTIONS Page B2
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GOT GRAFFITI GRIPES?
Last day to taste the Ohio State Fair "B3
A food farewell

Consolidating mailing, purchas-
ing and other behind-the-scenes
tasks might spare some of the pain
from $91.5 million in state-funding
cuts, Franklin County officials said.

The county also is pitching its
services to suburbs and surround-
ing counties as a way to lower costs
for everyone.

The state budget signed by Gov.
John Kasich last month cuts
$640 million in state funding over
the next two years for cities, coun-
ties and local-government agencies.

Franklin County Commissioner
John O’Grady called Kasich’s as-
sertion “ludicrous” that local gov-
ernments can make up much of the
loss by sharing costs.

But he also called the idea essen-
tial.

“Every dollar we save doing that
is less we have to cut,” he said.

Franklin County finance officials
have told department directors to
submit 2012 budget proposals that
cut at least 5 percent from this 

BUDGET CUTS

County is
looking for
ways to
save cash
By Robert Vitale
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See COUNTY Page B2

Hey students, don’t take it per-
sonally if your teacher rejects your
“friend” request on Facebook.

Local and state educators have
urged school employees to avoid
using social-networking sites to
correspond with students.

“Even something like communi-
cating a lesson could turn inap-
propriate,” Columbus Education
Association President Rhonda
Johnson said.

A new law in Missouri, which
limits teacher interaction with
students on social-media websites,
has sparked a debate about the
appropriate use of Facebook and
other sites.

The Amy Hestir Student Protec-
tion Act, named after a student
who was repeatedly abused by her
junior-high school teacher, pro-
hibits educators from using social-
media sites to privately message
students. It does allow public post-
ings, such as using a Facebook
page to post information about a
club.

Ohio law doesn’t regulate how
teachers communicate with stu-

SOCIAL-MEDIA SITES

Teachers
advised 
to restrict 
postings
By Charlie Boss
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See TEACHERS Page B6

Known for its substandard
merchandise, China is sending
the U.S. at least one product that
Ohio officials said is of remarkably
high quality: fake IDs.

The counterfeit version of
Ohio’s driver’s license has been
intercepted by federal authorities
in at least two cities with interna-
tional mail facilities — Chicago
and Cincinnati. But countless IDs
have reached college students and
others who ordered them online.

“It is a considerable problem
that we’re dealing with,” said
Robert Booker Jr., executive direc-

tor of the Ohio Investigative Unit,
an agency within the Department
of Public Safety that enforces
liquor laws.

Fake IDs are nothing new, and
Ohio has its share of minors mak-
ing them in dorm rooms or buy-
ing them elsewhere, including on
the Internet. Yet the “novelty” IDs
originating from one Chinese
company are nearly flawless to 

Fake IDs contain features of real ones

COOK COUNTY (ILL.) SHERIFF’S OFFICE VIA AP

Counterfeit IDs can contain
holograms, bar codes, magnetic
strips and ultraviolet images,
making them look authentic.

By David Eggert
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See FAKE IDS Page B6

More local senior citizens are living on their own instead of 
in nursing homes, thanks to increased resources to help 
them stay independent. • Franklin County has the highest 
percentage statewide of people 65 or older who live at home —

either alone, with a spouse or with their children — new data from the 2010
census show. • About 59 percent of the county’s 115,700 seniors fall into
one of those categories. • Just 3.2 percent of seniors, 3,754 people, in
Franklin County live in nursing homes. About 5 percent lived in nursing
homes in 2000. • “Over the last two decades or so, there has been a shift in
the whole system,” said Robert Applebaum, director of the Scripps Geron-
tology Center at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. “We’re recognizing that
even people with severe disabilities might be able to live at home.”

Nursing homes can provide
24-hour medical care for those
who need it, but advocates said
the increased quality of life and
financial savings that can accom-
pany living at home are often an
advantage.

Several local nonprofit groups
are helping by providing in-home
medical care, prepared meals,
cleaning services and other re-
sources. 

In addition, Franklin County
residents have voted every five
years since 1992 to fund a proper-
ty-tax levy, which generated

Increased resources allow elderly to avoid nursing homes
and live in their residences longer, census data show

TAYLOR GLASCOCK DISPATCH

Miriam Blessing, 85, moved into her present home after her husband’s death five years ago and started using LifeCare Alliance services.

Happily on their own
By Lauren Hepler | THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

See SENIORS Page B2
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Ohio Lottery
Numbers for Saturday, Aug. 6

POWERBALL DRAWING

XX XX XX XX XX
POWERBALL

XX
POWER PLAY

XX
CLASSIC LOTTO

2 12 22 36 44 46
ROLLING CASH 5

1 3 21 24 33
DAYTIME PICK 3

9 5 8
NIGHTTIME PICK 3

0 2 8

DAYTIME PICK 4

3 8 2 4
NIGHTTIME PICK 4

2 8 0 2

" The Ohio Lottery’s Classic Lotto
jackpot will be $40.7 million for
the drawing on Monday. There were
no tickets with the correct combi-
nation for yesterday’s drawing.

" The Mega Millions jackpot will be
an estimated $12 million for the
drawing on Tuesday. There was one
ticket with the correct combination
in Ohio for the drawing on Friday.

" For results of the Ohio Lottery’s
Ten-Oh! midday and evening
drawings, see Dispatch.com/
lottery or call the lottery’s hot line
at 1-800-589-6446. 

Last night’s Powerball
drawing occurred after
press time. For results, see
Dispatch.com/lottery
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HOW TO REACH US

Struggling with alcohol/drug abuse?

Researchers* at OSU and Maryhaven are evaluating the
potential benefits of involving families in the treatment of
mothers with alcohol/drug abuse problems.

Eligible participants:

!" Mothers of 8!16 year old children.
!" Mothers willing to receive outpatient substance abuse
treatment through Maryhaven.

!" Mothers and children willing to participate in family
treatment and to complete research assessments.**

* Principal Investigator is Natasha Slesnick, Ph.D.

** Participation in the family intervention is free of charge!

For more information, please call Denitza:

614"!"432"!"5414

$26 million for senior ser-
vices in 2010. The PASSPORT
program, which is funded
through state and federal
governments, also arranges
home care for seniors on
Medicaid in each county.

“There are more options
now,” said Steve Mould,
spokesman for the Ohio
Health Care Association, a
trade organization for nurs-
ing homes.

He said Ohio’s moratorium
on new nursing home beds,
which began with Medicaid
budget cuts in 1996, also has
led many nursing homes to
offer short-term rehabil-
itative care that allows peo-
ple to live at home long-
term.

Despite the drop-off,
Mould said, “We know there
is still going to be a need for
skilled nursing.” 

The shift away from nurs-
ing homes also is visible
statewide.

Ohio’s senior population
increased by more than
114,000 people in the past
decade, but the percentage
living in nursing homes has
dropped from 5.6 percent to
4.1 percent.

“Nursing homes have their
place,” said Chuck Gehring,
executive director of Colum-
bus nonprofit LifeCare Alli-
ance. “But there’s this whole
middle crowd that can go
either way. We’re trying to
keep them in their homes as
long as possible.”

LifeCare Alliance provides
free meals, cleaning services,
medical consultations and
nutrition advice to 15,000
seniors in central Ohio. The
group also provides fans for
those without air condition-
ing and food for clients’ pets.

After her husband’s death
in 2005, Miriam Blessing

She said other programs
can be more expensive.

“We serve people who are
very poor and don’t pay
anything for their services,”
Carroll said, “all the way up
to the very wealthy, who pay
for 100 percent of their ser-
vices.”

But looming increases in
the population of older
Ohioans could strain service
providers.

Miami’s Scripps Gerontol-
ogy Center predicts that
Ohio’s senior population
will increase by 25 percent
by 2020 and nearly double
by 2040. Add budget cuts to
the mix, and programs
could be threatened, Gehr-
ing said.

“We’ve been running
deficits for a couple years
now,” he said. “We’ve cho-
sen not to turn people away.
But with rising food costs,
there ain’t no way.”
rmessinger@dispatch.com

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Where seniors live
Franklin County residents age 65 or older are less likely to 
live in nursing homes than those who live in any of the other 
large, urban counties. Conversely, more seniors live with 
one of their children.
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COUNTY

Hamilton (Cincinnati)

Montgomery (Dayton)

Cuyahoga (Cleveland)

Lucas (Toledo)

Summit (Akron)

Franklin 

Ohio

TOTAL 
POPULATION, 65+

106,863

81,041

198,541

57,809

78,968

115,706

1,622,015

CHANGE FROM
2000

-6.2%

5.7%

-8.6%

-2.7%

3.1%

10.9%

7.6%

ALONE

33.6%

31.9%

34.4%

33.6%

31.3%

33.3%

30.3%

WITH 
SPOUSE

21.4%

22.2%

20.0%

21.0%

22.6%

20.9%

23.2%

WITH
CHILD

3.4%

3.5%

4.3%

3.5%

4.1%

5.1%

3.8%

IN
NURSING

HOME

4.5%

4.5%

4.4%

4.3%

3.6%

3.2%

4.1%

PERCENTAGE WHO LIVE ...

SENIORS
FROM PAGE B1

decided it was time to down-
size but didn’t want to give
up living in a home of her
own.

Now 85, Blessing has some
trouble walking, but she’s
living in a new home on the
North Side with help from
LifeCare, which provides her
with frozen meals and
home-cleaning services. She
lives with her son and her
cat, and the crews that bring
her meals also help keep her
company.

Barring any serious health
complications, she sees no
reason to leave.

“Everyone wants to live in
their own home,” she said.
Financially, “it’s more rea-
sonable, and it’s just better
all the way around.”

AARP, which works on
behalf of people 50 and
older, reports that the yearly
cost for a private nursing
home is about $60,000. 

In-home services for the
PASSPORT program cost the

county an average of about
$1,000 per month for each
client — about one-fifth of
the cost of a nursing home,
said Antonia Carroll, director
of the Franklin County Office
on Aging. 

of the Ohio Association of
Election Officials, which
represents the 88 county
boards of election.

The Brunner-led group
Fair Elections Ohio has until
Sept. 29 to submit at least
231,147 valid signatures of
registered voters to place a
House Bill 194 repeal refer-
endum on the November
2012 general election ballot.

Even though that vote
would be more than a year
away, elections officials say
the mere act of filing the
signatures would place the
new law in abeyance, caus-
ing the Nov. 8 election to be
conducted under provisions
of the current election law.

“It will create additional
costs and expenses, and it
will create chaos,” said Sec-
retary of State Jon Husted, a
Republican.

“It’s going to be quite a
challenge for us, because
we’re dealing with quite a
bit of uncertainty, and that
is going to be difficult to
manage,” said Nathan Burd,
executive director of the
Franklin County Board of
Elections.

If Fair Elections Ohio — a
coalition of liberal groups,
unions and voting-rights
advocates — files the repeal
petition near or on Sept. 29,
county boards of elections
will scramble to prepare for
absentee and in-person
voting just days later on
Oct. 4.

That’s because the current
law permits voting to begin
35 days before the election.
Under House Bill 194, voting
by mail is permitted 21 days
before the election, which is
Oct. 18, and in-person vot-
ing is allowed 17 days before
the election, Oct. 22.

Also, if the current law
remains operative, the so-
called golden week will be

back, meaning that for
about five days beginning
on Oct. 4, people could
register to vote and vote at
the same time. Elections
officials complain that this
complicates verifying voter
eligibility.

Amid their hurried prep-
arations to accommodate
voting on Oct. 4, elections
officials fret over the added
burden of verifying signa-
tures filed by the coalition
to ensure that it has the
required 231,147 to qualify
for the November 2012 bal-
lot. 

The referendum petitions
must contain valid signa-
tures that equal at least
6 percent of the total state-
wide vote in the 2010 gu-
bernatorial election, in-
cluding at least 3 percent of
the vote in half of the 88
counties. In Franklin Coun-
ty, that means the board of
elections could be asked to
verify 11,524 voters’ signa-
tures while it is preparing
for voters to cast ballots on

Oct. 4.
“It’s just going to be diffi-

cult to check that many
signatures at the end of
September and into early
October when that could be
the time early voting is
starting as well,” Burd said.

“If we’re going back to
35 days for voting, it be-
comes a personnel issue for
boards to bring in more
workers to administer the
election, and that’s a biggie,
especially for the counties
that already are under the
gun financially,” Fellows
said.

He and others cite anoth-
er major problem that
would arise if the coalition’s
referendum petition stays
the new election law. Ohio’s
presidential primary, which
House Bill 194 moves to
May, would remain on
March 6 under the current
law. That means the filing
deadline for candidates
would be this Dec. 7.

Election officials worry
that state lawmakers might

not have enacted bounda-
ries for Ohio’s new congres-
sional districts, which will
be pared from 18 to 16, by
Dec. 7. Or, even if the new
districts are in place, elec-
tion boards might not have
finished assigning voters to
their proper districts.

“Frankly, that’s the most
troubling aspect of the
whole thing,” Burd said.
“We have been very relieved
to be working under the
assumption that we would
have a May primary. Those
extra months are really
crucial for us, given the fact
that redistricting is happen-
ing this year.”

Husted said state law-
makers might be forced to
enact a new law moving the
presidential primary back to
May.

Brunner said she would
not object to that. In fact,
she said, it was not her
desire to repeal the entire
election-reform law, only
the parts that “make it har-
der for people to vote and

make it harder for their vote
to count.”

Fair Elections Ohio’s origi-
nal referendum petition
sought to repeal only cer-
tain provisions of the new
law that it viewed as at-
tempts by Republicans con-
trolling the Statehouse to
suppress voter participation. 

Among the targeted provi-
sions: reduction of the early
voting time frame; a prohib-
ition on counties from
sending unsolicited absen-
tee-ballot applications to
voters; requirements regard-
ing whether a poll worker
has to tell a voter that he or
she is in the wrong precinct;
and standards for when a
vote should not be counted.

“When you put this com-
bination of changes togeth-
er, it’s a recipe for long lines
(at polling places),” Brunner
said.

Although Husted had
verified last week that the
coalition had collected the
requisite 1,000 signatures of
registered voters to proceed
with the effort to collect the
231,147 needed to qualify for
the 2012 ballot, Attorney
General Mike DeWine, a
Republican, rejected the
original petition’s summary
language as containing
inaccurate and misleading
statements.

Brunner said her group
interpreted DeWine’s rejec-
tion as instructions that it
had to go for “an all up or
down vote” on the new law.

“I personally was not
happy that this would in-
clude having to move up the
primary election date, but
the attorney general’s ruling
gave us no choice,” Brunner
said.

All of the concern about
confusion caused by the
referendum petition will
fade if the coalition fails to
collect enough signatures in
a less-than-two-months
time frame. 

jhallett@dispatch.com
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Kim Kennedy talks with Pete Johnson of the Northeast Side after he dropped off petition
packets opposing House Bill 194.

JOHN
SWITZER

IS AWAY

year’s totals. They have said
cuts might total 10 percent
by the time next year’s bud-
get is finalized.

Franklin County’s general
fund and levy-supported
agencies such as Children
Services and the Board of
Developmental Disabilities
will lose $17 million this year,
$33.1 million next year and
$41.4 million in 2013 under
the new state spending plan.

The savings are compara-
tively small in areas such as
postage and printing.

The Department of Job

and Family Services expects
to save $17,000 this year and
more than $28,000 next year,
for instance, by sending its
outgoing mail through the
main Courthouse mailroom.

That agency stands to take
the biggest cut in state fund-
ing: $25.1 million through
2013.

Job and Family Services
sends out more than 285,000
letters and forms each year
and had been paying for its
own postage meter. It was
paying 44 cents to mail each
letter, but the county’s main
mailroom pays 34 cents
because of its larger volume.

Last year, the Franklin
County Board of Elections

began printing ballots and
other elections forms
through the county instead
of contracting out for the
work. The board has saved
almost $400,000 so far, and
officials said Delaware
County is considering having
its ballots printed by Frank-
lin County as well.

Pickaway and Fairfield
counties have joined Frank-
lin County for employees’
health coverage.

Franklin County Commis-
sioner Marilyn Brown ad-
dressed a recent meeting of
suburban officials about
using county printing, pur-
chasing and mailing ser-
vices. O’Grady spoke to

officials from other counties.
Franklin County already

leverages lower rates for
paper and other supplies
because it buys more than
smaller governments. But
adding more buyers to its
orders would lower prices
further.

The state allows local

governments to purchase
items through its contracts,
and Franklin County’s plan
would work the same way.
County Engineer Dean Ring-
le said his office looks for the
best deal on vehicles, wheth-
er through state contracts, by
combining its purchases
with Columbus or seeking
bids on its own.

Commissioner Paula
Brooks said the county needs
to push further to find such
savings. But she said sharing
services won’t fill the gap
caused by state budget cuts.

“It’s not a panacea,” she
said. “We’ve got to cut. We
don’t have a choice.”

rvitale@dispatch.com
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“It’s not a panacea.
We’ve got to cut. We
don’t have a choice.”
PAULA BROOKS 
Franklin County
commissioner

Libertarian City Council
candidate Robert Bridges
did not have to file a semi-
annual campaign-finance
report last week, elections
officials said.

Why? Because he was the
only council candidate who
had already filed preprim-
ary and post-primary re-
ports, though there was no
Columbus council primary.

Bridges’ post-primary
report, filed on June 9,
showed that he had $599.24
on hand after raising $100.

“Because he filed the
pre- and post-primary
reports, we told him, cor-
rectly, that he did not have
to file the semiannual
report,” said Ben Piscitelli,
spokesman for the Franklin
County Board of Elections.
“As far as we’re concerned,
he’s in compliance.”

Republican candidates
Matt Ferris and Daryl Hen-
nessy filed their semi-
annual reports late. Their
campaign treasurer at first
argued that they didn’t
have to file semiannual
reports, then turned them
in. Neither had filed pri-
mary reports.

The four Democratic
incumbents on the ballot
and another Libertarian
challenger, Mark Noble,
filed their reports on time.

dcaruso@dispatch.com

CITY COUNCIL

Candidate
gets out
of filing
report
By Doug Caruso
THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH


